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Amendments To The Claims: 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) . A stent having a longitudinal axis comprising: 

a non-woven tubular element having a plurality of openings therein, the tubular 
element comprising a J>lurality of interconnected members which form at least one continuous 
pathway which extends all the way around the longitudinal axis, . the intereoD nect?4 g;^?ml?^g 
having an outside surface facing outside the ste nt an inne r surface facing the longitudinal axis, 
and a side portion there between, t he stent finther comprising at least on© frangible restraining 
member which i^ made of a differeot material from that of the stent, the frangible member 
attached to only the sidc poition of the two interconnected members and restraining at least two 
interconnected members from self-expansion, at least a portion of the stent constructed and 
arranged to self-expand upon breaking of the at least one frangible restraining member. 
Claim 2. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the portion of the stent which is constracted 
and arranged to self-expand upon breaking of the frangible restraining member is made of a 
shape-memOTy material. 

Claim 3. (Original) The stent of claim 2 wherein the shape memory material is from the group 
consisting of shape-memory metals and shape-memory plastics. 

Claim 4. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the entirety of the stent is constructed anil 

arranged to self-expand upon breaking of the frangible restraining member. 

Claim 5, (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 1 wherein the pliitahty of interconnected members and 

the at least one frangible restraining member are constructed from the same material. 

Claim 6. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the at least one frangible restraining member 

is constructed from' a different material than the interconnected members. 

Claim 7. (Original) The stent of claim 1 comprising a plurahty of frangible restraining 

members, each of which extends between at least two adjacent intercoimected tnetnbers, ' 

Claim 8. (Original) The stent of claim 7 wherein the frangible restraining members are 

selected.from at least one member of the group consisting of: frangible welds, frangible glues, 

frangible solder, and any combination thereof 

Claim 9. (Original) The stent of claim 7 wherein the frangible restraining members are 
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distributed unifoiinly throughout the stent. 

claim 10. (Original). The stent of claim 7 wherein the frangible restraining members are 
distributed about at least one end of the stent. 

Ciaim 1 1 , (Previously presented) The stfent of claim 7 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstandnig an outward pressure of up to 2 atmospheres without breakage of the frangible 
restrtoiing members, the pressures selected from the group consisting of: radial pressure, axial 
pressure, and any combination thereof 

Claim 12. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 7 wherein the stent is capable of 

I 

withstanding an outward pressure of up to 5 atmospheres without breakage of the frangible 
restraining members, the pressures selected from the group consisting of radial pressure, axial 
pressure^ and any combination thereof 

Claim 13. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 7 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstanding an outward pressure of up to 12 atmospheres without breakage of the frangible 
restraining members, the pressures selected from the group consisting of: radial pressure, axial 
pressure, and any combination thereof. 

Claim 14, (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the frangible restraining members includes a 
circumferential extending component. I 

Claitn 15, (briginal) The stent of claim 1 wherein the frangible testraining member includes a 
curved po'rtiorL 

Claim 16. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 7 wherein the plurality of frangible restraining 
member arc arranged to fomi one or more hehcal bands. 

Claim 17. (Withdrawn) A stent comprising a generally tubular body of non-woven 
elements and at least one frangible restraining member disposed about at least a portion of the 
tubular body, the at least one frangible restraining member made of the same material as the 
tubular body, at least aportion of the stent capable of self-expanding upon breakirig of the at least 
one frangible restraining member. 

Claim 18. (Withdr^iwn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the generally mbular body and the at 
least one frangible restraining member are made of the same material. 

Claim 19. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 18 wherein the generally tubular body and the at 
least one frangible restraining monber are made of the same metals. 
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Claim 20. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the generally tubular body and the at 
least one frangible restraining member are made of different materials. 

Claim 2h (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 1 7 wherein the generally tubular body and the at 
least one frangible restraining member are made of different metals, 

Claim 22. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the at least one frangible restraining 
member is helical wound about the tubular body. 

Claim 23. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the at least one frangible restraining 
member is in the form of a band disposed at least partially about the circumference of the tubular 
member. 

Claim 24. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 comprising a plurality of frangible restraining 
members. 

Claim 25. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the at least one frangible restraining 
member is iriterweaved through the tubular body. 

Claim 26. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 where the entirety of the stent is capable of 
self-expanding upon breaking of the at least one frangible restraining mehiber. 
Claim 27. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the stent is capable of withstanding 
radially and/or axially outward pressures of up to 2 atmospheres without breakage of the at least 
one frangible restraining member. 

Claim 28. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 whereiii the stent is capable of withstanding 
radially and/or axially outward pressures of up to 5 atmospheres without breakage of the at least 
one frangible restraining member. 

Claim 29. ( Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the stent is capable of witiistanding 
radially and/or axially outward pressures of up to 12 atmospheres without breakage of the at least 
one frangible restraining member. 

Claim 30. (Ciurently Amended) A stent having a longitudinal axis compristag a generally 
tubular body having interconnected members which form at least one continuous pathway which 
extends around the longitudinal axis, the stent ftaher comprising at least one frangible 
restraining member disposed completely between about at l e ant a portion of tho tubular body and 
r e straining at least two interconnected members and restraining the intereonnected members from 
self-expansion, at least a portion of the stent capable of self-expanding upon brealdng of the 
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jBrangible restraining member, the frangible restraining member at least partially constructed from 
metal, plastic or a combination thereof. 

Claim 3 1 . (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 30 wherein the frangible restraining member is 
helical wound about the tubular body. 

Claim 32, (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 30 wherein the frangible restraining member is 

in the form of a b and disposed about the circumference of the tubular member. 

Claim 33. (Original) The stent of claim 30 comprising a plxrrality of frangible restraining 

members. 

Claim 34. (Original) The stent of claim 30 where the entirety of the stent is capable of self- 
exp'anding upon breaking of the frangible restraiuing membcir. 

Claim 35. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 30 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstanding outward pressures of up to 2 atmospheres without breakage of the frangible 
restraining member, the pressures selected from the group consisting of; radial pressure, axial 
pressure, and any conibination thereof 

Claini 36, (Previously presented) The stent of claim 30 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstanding outward pressures of up to 5 atmospherfes without breakage of the frangible 
restraining member, the pressures selected from the group consisting of: radial pressure, axial 
pressure, and any conibination thereof 

Claim 37. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 30 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstanding outward pressures of up to 12 atmospheres without breakage of the frangible 
restraining member, the pressures selected fix>m the groi^) consisting of: radial pressure, axial 
pressure, and any combination thereof. 

Claim 38. (Currently Amended) A stent formed of a plurahty of interconnected struts, the. 
interconnected stmts incliiding at least one temporary-sfettts strut and permanent struts, the 
permanent struts having an inner surface and an outer surface and fiillv defining at least one 
opening in the stent, the at least one temporary strut restraining self-expansion of at least one 
permanent stmt about the at least one opening, the at least one temporary strut but not the 
permanent struts breaking upon the apphcation of a predetermined outward pressure to the stent, 
at least a portion of the stent constructed and arranged to self-expand upon breaking of the al 
least one temporary strut, no portion of the temporary strut ovcriapping any portion of the outer 
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surface of the permanent stmts being restrained t he pressures selected fix)m the group consisting 
of: radial pressure, axial pressure, and any combination thereof. 

Claim 39. (Previously ptfssented) The stent of claim 38 wherein the predetennined outward 
pressure is in excess of 2 atmospheres. 

Claim 40. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 3 8 wherein the predetermined outward 
pressure is in excess of 12 atmospheres. 

Claim 41 . (Original) A method of delivering a stent to a desired bodily location comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a catheter with an expandable member and a stent as in claim 1 
disposed thereabout; 

(b) inserting the stent and catheter in a bodily vessel and delivering the stent to the 
desired bodily location; 

(c) expanding the expandable member to break the at least one frangible restraining 
inembcr, and thereafter 

(d) allowing the stent to self-expand. 

Claim 42. (Original) The method of claim 41 farther comprising the step of: 

(e) seating the stent into the desired body location- 
Claim 43. (Withdrawn) A method of delivering a stent to a desired bodily location 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a catheter with an expandable member and a stent as in claim 17 
disposed thereabout; 

(b) inserting the stent and catheter in a bodily vessel and deUvering the stent to the 
desired bodily location; 

(c) expanding the expandable member to break the at least one frangible restraining 
member; and thereafter 

(d) allowing the stent to self-expand. 

Claim 44. (Original) A method of delivering a stent to a desired bodily location comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a catheter with an expandable member and a stent as in claim 30 
disposed thereabout; 
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(b) inserting the stent and catheter in a bodily vessel and deUvering the stent to the 
desired bodily location; 

(c) expanding the expandable meniber to break the at least one frangible restraining 
member; aiid thereafter 

(d) allowing the stent to self-expand. 

Claim 45, (Original) A method of delivering a stent to a desired bodily location comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a catheter with an exp'andable member and a stent as in claim 38 
disposed thereabout; | 

(b) inserting the stent and catheter in a bodily vessel and delivering the stent to the 
desired bodily location; 

(c) eExpanding the expandable member to break the at least one frangible restraining 
member; a&d theireafter 

(d) allowing the stent to self-expand. 
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